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HISTORY 1050 The History of Western Europe 1 
Fall, 2015 

 
Daniel Franke, Instructor 
Email: dfra4279@my.msmc.edu  
Days and Times: Tuesday/Thursday 11:10-12:35 
(Section 1), and 12:45-2:10 (Section2) 
Location: Kaplan Center 004 
Office Hours: By appointment. 
 

Course Description:  This course traces the history 

of Western Europe from the beginning of the Christian 
era to the rise of the urban cultures of the high Middle 
Ages and Renaissance. We will devote special attention 

to the multi-cultural influences on medieval civilization, and to the factors which contributed to the 
Renaissance and the gradual end of the Middle Ages. History 1050 is part of the First Year Experience 
program, and to that end is paired with Professor dos Santos’s English 101 class. We are looking forward 
to helping you excel in your first semester at Mount Saint Mary! 
 

Course Objectives:  a) To develop a working knowledge of medieval European civilization, how it 

came to be, how it changed, and its relevance to modern society. b) To develop your critical thinking and 
reading abilities through questions, debate, discussion, activities, source analysis, and written argument. 
c) To develop a spirit of inquiry and appreciation of the historical method that you can use to inform and 
enrich your life and studies at Mount Saint Mary and beyond.   
 

Course Materials:   
--Books: A Short History of the Middle Ages, 4th edition, by Barbara Rosenwein 
 Reading the Middle Ages, 2nd edition. 
 A Knight’s Own Book of Chivalry, by Geoffroi de Charny  
--In addition, there will be various readings available through postings on E-Class, via links in the  

Course Schedule below, and on reserve at the library.  

Course Conduct: A typical lesson in this course will involve a period of class business, followed by a 

period of questions, a short lecture delivered in the Socratic method, a period of activities based on 
questions and problems raised in the lecture, and finally a wrap-up of the lesson and a look ahead to the 
next class session. You should count on being active and engaged for the entire seventy-five minute class 
period. 

Course Policies and Requirements:   
1. Grading Policies:  For the course overall, individual grades are based on the following: 

Attendance and Participation 100 points 10% 
Graded Activities     100 points 10% 
Presentation   50 points 5% 
Midterm Exam   150 points 15% 
Source Analysis Paper  100 points 10% 
Film Analysis   50   points   5% 
Research Paper   200 points 20% 
Final Exam   250 points 25% 
       ______________________          ________           ___ 
Total    1000 points 100% 

 
 

mailto:dfra4279@my.msmc.edu
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2. Grading Scale:  The following scale represents the letter and number equivalents used for 
assignments: 

93-100 = A 
89-92 = A- 
85-88 = B+ 
83-84 = B 
79-82 = B- 
75-78 = C+ 
73-74 = C 
69-72 = C- 
65-68 = D+ 
60-64 = D 
59 and below = F 

3. Readings:  Complete the readings for the day listed. The textbook chapters are assigned by 
blocks of two to five lessons.   

4. Writing Assignments:  There are two major writing requirements for this course. The first is a 
750-word minimum paper that demonstrates a close analysis of a source that we have read for 
class. The second is a research paper of 1500 words minimum that uses the Library resources to 
analyze an aspect of A Knight’s Own Book of Chivalry. We will conduct various exercises in class 
to practice source analysis and the construction of arguments as we make them in history. In 
addition to these two assignments, there is a small writing assignment on our semester’s film, 
Arn: Knight Templar.  

5. Presentation: You will have to make one presentation during the semester, worth 50 points. The 
way it works is as follows: At the start of each lesson (except Lesson 1), I will choose at random 
one person to provide a summary of the lesson’s raw materials, give a few insights that she or he 
has about the material, and pose a few questions that will provide a platform for us to analyze 
the day’s topics. The difficulty comes from that fact that you don’t know when you will be 
chosen, class is at 8 a.m., and the themes and topics are broad, since this is a survey course. But 
hopefully you will find this to be an exciting and rewarding way to take charge of the material 
and help me shape the day’s discussion and lecture. 

6. Library Resources: Our librarian for this class is Jennifer Park, and her library guide page can be 
found here: http://libraryguides.msmc.edu/jenpark. Familiarize yourself with it! We will be 
working with her closely throughout the semester, so don’t be shy about getting in touch with 
her! In particular, pay attention to the tutorials on our group page that you must complete on 
schedule over the next seven weeks. 

7. Extra-curricular activities: There are two major extra-curricular activities in this class for this 
semester. First, as part of your Community-Based Learning events, you must attend a screening 
of the film The Way on November 4. Second, we have a field trip to the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art in New York City, scheduled for Sunday October 25. More details on both events will be 
forthcoming. 

8. Attendance Policy: Due to the interactive nature of this class, consistent attendance is essential 
to your successful learning. If you know in advance that you will be absent for a legitimate reason 
(as outlined in the student handbook), let me know as soon as possible; we will schedule a 
meeting to make up the material that we can. You are permitted one unexcused absence without 
penalty. Any absence after that will result in -5 attendance points, and in addition will result in 
zero points for any graded activities on that day. 

9. Cell Phones: Unless you are anticipating an emergency phone call, your cell phone should be put 
away and on silent.   

10. Tardiness:  Please be on time for class. It is courteous and beneficial for learning if you don’t 
arrive in the middle of things. If you enter half-way through an exercise, you might not receive 
any credit for it. 

http://libraryguides.msmc.edu/jenpark
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11. Late Work: Papers are due at the start of the class, not at the end. Any paper that is turned in 
one class late will lose a letter grade; two classes late will lose two letter grades. I will not accept 
papers more than two classes late. 

12. Plagiarism and academic honesty:  Very simple: DON’T DO IT.  As Tommy Lee Jones once said, 
“Plagiarism is an academic crime: it is punishable by academic death!”1  Issues of citation, 
paraphrase, and direct quotation will be dealt with as the course progresses, as well as in 
Professor dos Santos’s class. Plagiarism can result in failure on the assignment, and possibly 
failure in the course. Regardless, DO NOT attempt to pass off someone else’s work as your own.  
Issues of Academic Honesty are discussed on pages 44-45 of the Student Handbook, 
https://www.msmc.edu/Student_Life/student_handbook.be  

13. Special Needs:  Please notify me if you have any special education needs; the class will be fully 
educational for everyone, without exception. Your and my responsibilities are spelled out on 
pages 49-51 of the Student Handbook, linked above. 

14. Writing Assistance:  The Writing Center provides help at all stages of the writing process (from 
brainstorming to drafting to revising) on any writing project; 
http://www.msmc.edu/Student_Services/writing_center  
 

Course Schedule 

 

DATE  TOPIC READINGS THOUGHT QUESTIONS 

Introduction: The Middle Ages and the Roman World                  
Theme: Chronology 
1 Sept The Middle 

Ages in 
Modern 
Culture  

-Breen, “Why ‘Game of Thrones Isn’t Medieval—And 
Why that Matters” 
-Franke, “How to Mess Up a Medieval Survey 
Course” 
 
 

What are the “Middle Ages”? 
Why study this period of 
history? If you decide to study 
it, what kind of assumptions 
might you have to leave 
behind? 

Part 1 The Roman World Transformed: Rosenwein, Chapter 1 
Theme: Conversion 
3 Sept The Late 

Roman World 
-ORBIS, from Stanford 
 
-Bark, Origins of the Medieval World, conclusion 
Reader 1:1-5 Empire, Heresy 
 
Letters of Sidonius 
Boethius, Consolation of Philosophy 

What Happened to the Roman 
Empire? If you could reduce 
Boethius’ message to a few 
sentences, what would they 
be? 

8 Sept Monks, Saints, 
and 
Missionaries 

-Brown, The Cult of the Saints, chapter 6 “Potentia” 
Reader 1:6-15, Saints and Barbarians 
-Metropolitan Museum: Monasticism (optional) 

Why did Christianity grow in 
popularity? Why were virgins, 
saints, and monks so important 
to the now-Christian empire?  

10 
Sept 

Augustine -Brown, Augustine of Hippo, chapter 26 
 
-Selections from Confessions 
 
Optional: -Hampl, “Why Augustine’s Passionate 
Quest to Know Himself and Praise God Still Matters”  
(useful background) 
 

Why is Augustine writing?  
What is the purpose and 
function of The City of God? 
What was the reason for 
Augustine’s impact? 

                                                            
1  Man of the House, DVD, directed by Stephen Herreck (Culver City, CA: Columbia Pictures, distributed by Sony 

Picture Home Entertainment, 2005). 

https://www.msmc.edu/Student_Life/student_handbook.be
http://www.msmc.edu/Student_Services/writing_center
http://www.psmag.com/navigation/books-and-culture/game-thrones-isnt-medieval-matters-83288/
http://www.psmag.com/navigation/books-and-culture/game-thrones-isnt-medieval-matters-83288/
http://www.milesstrenuus.com/2013/07/28/how-to-mess-up-a-medieval-survey-course/
http://www.milesstrenuus.com/2013/07/28/how-to-mess-up-a-medieval-survey-course/
http://orbis.stanford.edu/
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/sidonius1.asp
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/mona/hd_mona.htm
http://articles.latimes.com/1999/jan/24/books/bk-986
http://articles.latimes.com/1999/jan/24/books/bk-986
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Part 2 Sibling Cultures: Rosenwein,  
Chapter 2 

Theme: Church 

15 
Sept 

Francia and 
Britannia  

-Reader, 2:10-14 
 
-Bede, Ecclesiastical History 
 

Based on these readings, how 
would you assess the role and 
status of the Church? Why are 
the authors so concerned with 
martyrs and correct teaching? 
What do “heresy” and 
“conversion” mean?  

17 
Sept 

Byzantium’s 
Troubles 

-Laiou and Morrisson, The Byzantine Economy, from 
chapter 2 
 
Choose two of the following: 
-Reader, 2:1-4  
-Theophanes Confessor 

-The Sack of Jerusalem, 614 
-John bar Penkaye, Book 15 of World History, and 
intro 

Why did Byzantine society 
change in the early 600s, and 
why was the empire so 
unsuccessful at facing the new 
Muslim religion? 

22 
Sept 

The Rise of 
Islam 

-Kennedy, The Armies of the Caliphs, chapter 1  
-British Library, The Ma’il Qur’an, 8th century 
-Reader, 2:5-9 

-The Arab Conquest of Egypt, 642 

-The Battle of Yarmuk, 636 

-Ibn Abd-el-Hakem: The Islamic Conquest of Spain 

Explain the Islamic conquests. 
Why did they happen, how did 
they happen, and what 
distinguished early Islam from 
other religions and cultures? 

Part 3 New Identities: Rosenwein, Chapter 3 
Theme: Class 
24 
Sept 

Law, Society, 
and Feudalism 
1 

-Reader, 3.10-16 
-Charlemagne, Translated Sources- 
 

Analyze the economic and 
political basis of the Carolingian 
empire. How did it function, 
and what were its limitations?  

29 
Sept 

Byzantium 
and Islam: 
New Ways of 
Living 

-Wickham, Chapter 10 “The Power of the Visual”  
-Reader, 3.1 to 3.9 
 
 

-Why did Byzantium, the 
Caliphate, and the Carolingian 
Empire wind up changing the 
way people experienced cities? 

Part 4 Communities Reordered: Rosenwein, Chapter 4 
Theme: Constitutions 
1 Oct The Vikings -Richards, The Vikings, selection  

 
 -Anglo-Saxon Chronicle 

-The Martyrdom of St. Edmund of East Anglia 

Why did the Vikings raid? How 
much of an impact did these 
raids actually have? How did 
the Anglo-Saxons react to these 
invasions? 

6 Oct Women, 
Power, and 
Empire: 
Germany 

-Schenk, “Queen Mathilda of Saxony and the 
Founding of Quedlinburg” 
-Hrotsvit, Gesta Otonis 
-Reader, 4.16 to 4.19 
 
Optional-Bianchini, “Five Myths About Medieval 
Women and Power” 

What role did women play in 
culture and politics? Why write 
to the emperor? How did 
women wield power and shape 
culture in Saxon monasteries? 

8 Oct Crisis: 
Abbasids and 
Macedonians 

-Reader, 4.1 to 4.11 
Optional: -Jonathan Jarrett, “So when did Cluny 
become so special, exactly?” 

 
Who are the Zanj, and why do 
they revolt? What enables the 
Abbasid regime to survive?  

13 Oct Mid-Term  Mix-and-match; essay; image 

Part 5 The Expansion of Western Europe: Rosenwein, Chapter 5 

http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/strategos1.asp
http://www.tertullian.org/fathers/john_bar_penkaye_history_15_trans.htm
http://www.tertullian.org/fathers/john_bar_penkaye_history_00_eintro.htm
http://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/sacredtexts/meccaquran.html
http://legacy.fordham.edu/halsall/source/642Egypt-conq2.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/yarmuk.asp
http://legacy.fordham.edu/halsall/source/conqspain.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/870abbo-edmund.asp
http://pennpress.typepad.com/pennpresslog/2012/08/medieval-monday-five-myths-about-medieval-women-and-power.html
http://pennpress.typepad.com/pennpresslog/2012/08/medieval-monday-five-myths-about-medieval-women-and-power.html
https://tenthmedieval.wordpress.com/2008/10/14/so-when-did-cluny-become-so-special-exactly/
https://tenthmedieval.wordpress.com/2008/10/14/so-when-did-cluny-become-so-special-exactly/
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Theme: Crusade 
15 Oct The Reform of 

the Church  
-Miller, “The Investiture Conflict in Western History” 
 
-Reader, 5.1 – 5.8 
-Dictatus Papae 
-The Bishop of Speyer to the Jews, 1084 

Why reform the Church? Why is 
there such resistance from the 
emperor? What is stake? Does 
either side get what it wants in 
the end? 

20 Oct The Normans 
and the Turks 

DUE: Source Analysis Paper 
 
-Orderic Vitalis 
-Amatus of Montecassino 
-Michael Psellus, Chronographia 

Explain how the Normans (and 
also the Seljuk Turks) 
destabilized the medieval 
world? 

22 Oct A New Kind of 
War? The First 
Crusade 

-Richard Abels, Timeline for the Crusades 
 
-Reader, 5.9-12 
-Urban II, sermon at Clermont 
-Jewish Persecutions 
 
-Optional: Franke, “The Crusades, Principles and 
Perspectives” 

Why was the First Crusade 
called? Compare the different 
versions of Urban II’s sermon. 
How did historians and 
participants in the First Crusade 
create their own vision of what 
crusade was? 

27 Oct Law, Society, 
and Feudalism 
2 

 
-Duby, “Youth in Aristocratic Society” 
 
-The Song of Roland 
 
-Suger, The Deeds of King Louis the Fat 

Compare The Song of Roland 
with Suger’s Deeds onto the 
Duby’s study of aristocratic 
youth, and the economic 
documents. What are the 
values and economics of the 
warrior class? 

29 Oct The Twelfth-
Century 
Renaissance 

-Reader, 5.17 – 5.21 
 
-Hildegard of Bingen, The Play of the Virtues 

New ideas were emerging after 
the First Crusade. What are 
they, and why are they so 
popular? What sorts of people 
were responsible for causing 
change? 

Part 6 Institutions and Aspirations: Rosenwein, Chapter 6 
Theme: Conflict 
3 Nov Conflict 1: 

Crusade, 
Papacy, and 
Laity 

Little, “The Franciscans and Dominicans” 
-Reader 6:1-2, 10-12, and 23-27 
 
 

Why is the Papacy able to 
launch so many initiatives in 
this lesson? What are their 
goals? Do they succeed?  

4 Nov Film 
Screening 

The Way 
This is an evening event, and is mandatory for this 
class. It should run from 7 to 9:15 p.m. 

This film is the modern-day 
story of a man who decides to 
go on pilgrimage to Santiago de 
Compostela.  

5 Nov Conflict 2: 
Kings and 
Khans 

-Reader 6:3-15 
-Reader 7:1-4 

 
 
-Magna Carta: Myth and Meaning; a very lively 
debate held in May, 2015; watch to about 45 
minutes. 
 

Evaluate Louis IX, his crusade, 
and French society during this 
time. How was French society 
changing during this time? 
What impact did the Mongols 
have on European culture? 
How much value should we 
place on political works like 
Magna Carta? 

10 Nov Literature and 
Architecture 

Reader 6:18-22 
Reader 7:23-25 
 
 

What values does this literature 
promote? How does landscape 
frame the stories? 

http://legacy.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/g7-dictpap.asp
http://legacy.fordham.edu/halsall/source/1084landjews.asp
http://usna.edu/Users/history/abels/hh315/crusades_timeline.htm
http://legacy.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/urban2-5vers.asp
http://legacy.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/1096jews.asp
http://www.milesstrenuus.com/2015/02/09/the-crusades-principles-and-perspectives/#more-1752
http://www.milesstrenuus.com/2015/02/09/the-crusades-principles-and-perspectives/#more-1752
http://usna.edu/Users/history/abels/hh381/suger-louisthefat.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jm1FrTO2aOg
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Part 7 Discordant Harmonies: Rosenwein, Chapter 7 
Theme: Coercion 
12 Nov Heresy, 

Schism, and 
Revolt 

-Reader 7:13-21 
-Caesarius of Heisterbach on heretics 
-The case of Na Prous, a beguine, 1325 

What is heresy? Why do we see 
such concern over heresy in the 
1200s and 1300s? What kind of 
person is at risk of being a 
heretic?  

17 Nov Economy and 
Environment 
c.1300 

Geremek, “Marginal Peoples” 
-Reader 6:6-9 
-Reader 7:9-12 

-The Great Famine 
 

Think about the social and 
environmental structures in 
these readings. What did it 
mean to be a “marginal 
person”?   

Part 8 Catastrophe and Creativity: Rosenwein, Chapter 8 
Theme: Contact 
19 Nov The Plague: 

Before and 
After 

DUE: Research Paper 
 
-Cohn, “The Black Death…” 
-Reactions to the Plague -Reader, 8:1-5 
-Reader 8:11-14 
 
 
 

Evaluate this statement: 
“Economically, the Plague was 
good for the (surviving) poor 
and bad for the rich; we cannot 
tell if its net effect on the 
European economy as a whole 
was positive or negative.” 
(David Herlihy) 

1 Dec The Crisis of 
the Church  

-Marsilius of Padua, Defensor Pacis 

-Wycliffe and Lollardy  
-Reader 8:15-17 
-Luther, To the Christian Nobility 

What factors were pushing the 
Church toward the crisis of the 
1300s and 1400s? What are the 
similarities and differences in 
Marsilius’, Wycliffe’s, and 
Luther’s writings?  

3 Dec Networks of 
Contact: 
Travel and 
Renaissance 

Review of The Swerve in the L.A. Review of Books 
 
-Reader 8:18-20 
-Marco Polo, Travels 
-Ibn Battuta, Travels  
-Petrarch, Posterity and Poetry 

How were different late 
medieval societies connected? 
What is the world view of a 
Renaissance person, if you add 
these readings together? When 
do the Middle Ages end? 

8 Dec The Ottomans -Reader 8:6-10  
- Barbaro on Constantinople, 1453 
 

What is the significance of the 
fall of Byzantium? Why do the 
Ottomans become a world 
power? 

10 Dec The Iberians -Ballandalus, “The Royal Edict of Expulsion…” 
The Expulsion of the Jews, 1492 
-Reader 8:21-22 
-The Valladolid Conference, 1550 
Optional: -Finlay, “Portuguese and Chinese Maritime 
Imperialism” 

Why do Spain and Portugal 
become increasingly 
exclusionary? What is driving 
their push to conquer and 
explore? Were the 
conquistadores medieval?  

 

http://legacy.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/caesarius-heresies.asp
http://legacy.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/naprous.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/famin1315a.asp
http://legacy.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/marsiglio4.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/1382wycliffe.asp
http://history.hanover.edu/texts/luthad.html
http://lareviewofbooks.org/article.php?type=&id=1217&fulltext=1&media=#article-text-cutpoint
http://legacy.fordham.edu/halsall/source/mpolo44-46.asp
http://ibnbattuta.berkeley.edu/
http://history.hanover.edu/texts/petrarch/pet01.html
http://history.hanover.edu/texts/petrarch/pet13.html
http://domin.dom.edu/faculty/dperry/hist267crusade/calendar/1453/Barbaro.pdf
https://ballandalus.wordpress.com/2015/06/29/the-royal-edict-of-expulsion-1609-and-the-last-andalusi-muslims-moriscos-of-spain/
http://www.sephardicstudies.org/decree.html

