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HI361 Medieval Europe 

Spring, 2013 

Syllabus 
 

1. Introduction: Welcome to the study of medieval European history. This syllabus outlines the objectives and requirements of the course, and 

describes the method of evaluation. 

 

2. Scope of the Course: This course begins with late classical civilization and traces the legacies that merged to form the distinctive civilization 

we call European. We will follow the evolution and development of this society (including its political, economic, religious, technological, and 

cultural dimensions) through the fifteenth century.  Although the focus will be on Europe, we will devote substantial time to case studies of 

European society in contact and formation with other cultures. 

 

3. Course Goals: The intent of this course is to stimulate intellectual development through the study of the interactions of political, social, 

economic, religious, cultural, military, technological and intellectual developments in the medieval world. Through an examination of this era 

through a variety of perspectives, we will increase our historical understanding of the people and forces which shaped Western civilization. 

Specifically, we will enhance our abilities to: 

 

a. Analyze the origins and development of the medieval world.  

 

b. Analyze human behavior, ideas, institutions and cultures in the context of the medieval world. 

 

c. Communicate effectively, both orally and in writing. 

 

d. Read critically (including distinguishing between facts, inferences, and opinions) and think critically. 

 

4. Course Objectives: The course is designed to meet the goals by providing you with a historical perspective on the millennium we have labeled 

the Middle Ages. The course will primarily focus on Europe, but with some consideration of the influence of Islam on the West. By the end of the 

course you should be able to: 

 

a. Explain how medieval civilization reflected its Roman, Christian, and Germanic roots. 

 

b. Explain the important political, economic, social, religious, military, technological, cultural, and intellectual challenges, developments, and 

events of the period ca. AD 500- ca. 1500. 

 

c. Understand how the Middle Ages formed the basis of the modern Western worldview. 

 



 

SYLLABUS AND SCHEDULE OF LESSONS, HI361, AY13 
 

 

2 

d. Identify and explain the forces which began to disrupt the late medieval world. 

 

e. Evaluate and use effectively secondary and primary historical sources as bases for rigorous, logical analysis. 

 

f.  Research and analyze a significant historical question relating to the Middle Ages and present your analysis in a well-written, well-organized 

essay, defending your thesis with sound reasoning and well-researched factual information. 

 

5.  Evaluation: 

 

a. Grade Distribution: 

 % Points 

Analysis Paper 10 200 

WPR  15 300 

Research Paper 30 600 

TEE 25 500 

Instructor Points 20 400 

TOTAL 100 2000 

 

b. The Instructor Points grade includes both class participation and writs.   

 

c. The History Department has defined the letter equivalent of the various ranges of average marks as follows: 

 

Letter Grade 

       Average (Percent) 

A+ 97.0- 100   

A 93.0 - 96.9 Excellent  

A- 90.0 - 92.9                    

B+ 87.0-  89.9   

B 83.0-  86.9 Good  

B- 80.0-  82.9-   

C+ 77.0 - 79.9   

C 73.0 - 76.9 Satisfactory  

C- 70.0 - 72.9-   

D 67.0 - 69.9 Marginal  

F Less than 66.9 Unsatisfactory  
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d. Any cadet who fails to complete a major requirement, or earns less than a 50% on the TEE, will fail the course even if his or her total average is 

above 67%. 

 

6. Required Texts 

 

a.  Rosenwein, Barbara H. A Short History of the Middle Ages, third edition. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2009. $50, using 399 

pages, complete. 

 

b.  White, Lynn. Medieval Technology and Social Change. New York: Oxford U.P, 1966. $20, using 78 pages, about 2/3. 

 

Additional readings, particularly primary source readings, will be posted on my share point site as links or PDFs, as indicated on the Schedule of 

Lessons. 

 

7.  Writing Requirements:  There are two writing requirements for HI361: an analysis paper; and a research paper. 

 

a.  Analysis Paper. At the start of class on Lesson 15, you will turn in a short (but fully documented) paper of 750 to 1000 words, based entirely on 

the texts assigned for lessons 8, 10 and 11.  For this paper, you will identify the major points made by White and Bachrach in their respective 

articles, identify which article you consider the weaker, and explain why it is unpersuasive to you.  

 

b. Research paper  You will write a historical essay dealing with a medieval topic of your choice. Your essay will be 1,750 to 2,000 words long, 

and will answer a clearly stated historical question. Your essay must be based on solid research. At a minimum, you should use at least three 

scholarly sources (with full documentation—footnotes or endnotes) and make extensive use of at least two primary sources (more, if more relevant 

sources are available in translation.)  You will submit an initial proposal for your historical question on Lesson 21, including a bibliography 

indicating at least one primary and two scholarly secondary sources which will provide a research base for your paper. Your final paper will be 

due in class on Lesson 39.  More guidance will be provided in a separate memorandum. 

  

8. Trip Section. A special weekend trip section (optional) to the Cloisters Museum may be scheduled in April or May. This will depend on student 

interest and availability. 

 

9. Movie Night. Again, depending on student interest and availability, we may have a movie night at some point after Spring Break. The movie 

would be Arn: Knight Templar, the first of two Swedish films set in the twelfth century, in my opinion two of the best medieval films in at least 

the last thirty years. 

 

10.  Compensatory Periods.  Note that there are several compensatory periods (Reading or Writing Periods) on the schedule, to compensate for 

the occasionally heavy reading load and the writing requirements. 
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11.  Additional Instruction: I will always make time for AI and will do my part to help you learn. I am here to help you become the best officer 

and student of history you can be. You are encouraged to come by my office to talk over the material we are covering, or history in general, or 

anything else, for that matter.  I will happily arrange to meet at a time which is convenient for you. 

 

 

Daniel Franke 

Assistant Professor 

Department of History 

Course Director, HI361 
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SUBCOURSE I: ROME, FALL AND SURVIVAL 

 

LSN DATE  TOPIC READING—

Argument/Perspective 

READING—Primary Sources QUESTIONS/THEMES 

1 9 Jan  Introduction  Chris Wickham, The 

Inheritance of Rome, 552-

564 

William Bark, Origins of the 

Medieval World, 101-112 

--- --Why study medieval history?  --

Challenges and Issues  --Theses from 

the readings  --Check on medieval 

knowledge 

 

2 11 Jan Christianity, 

Roman Culture, 

and the Decline of 

the West, part 1 

Rosenwein, 21-40  “Roman 

World Transformed” 

Counsel of Nicaea, documents; 

Creed, Canons, Eusebius’ letter  

 

 

How, according to Rosenwein, was the 

Roman world “transformed”? Which 

of the doctrinal conflicts covered in the 

readings had major political 

significance for the stability of the 

Empire and/or the success of 

Christianity as a dominant religion? 

What do the Nicaea documents reveal 

about the relationship of Christianity 

with the Empire? 

3 15 Jan  Christianity, 

Roman Culture, 

and the Decline of 

the West, part 2 

Rosenwein, 40-49 “The 

Barbarians” 

Salvian, Romans and Barbarians, 

c. 440 
 

Letters of Sidonius 

Is Theodoric a Roman or a Goth? 

Why/why not?    What happened at 

Chalôns?   Why does Clovis convert, 

and what questions can/should we have 

http://www.fourthcentury.com/index.php/council-of-nicaea-ad-325/
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/salvian1.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/salvian1.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/sidonius1.asp
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Jordanes, Battle of Chalôns 

 

The Conversion of Clovis 

concerning the text itself? What are the 

consequences of a pagan prince’s 

conversion to Christianity? How well 

do these readings mesh with Wickham 

or Bark? 

4 17 Jan  Christianity, 

Roman Culture, 

and the Decline of 

the West, part 3 

  Rosenwein, 80-99 

“Impoverishment,” etc. 

Augustine, The City of God, 

selections (pdf) 

 

 

Why is Augustine writing? What is the 

purpose and function of The City of 

God? What do you make of his 

arguments on the subjects covered in 

this selection, and how well did they fit 

with the Roman world view? 

5 22 Jan Monks and 

Missionaries 

 The Correspondence of St. 

Boniface (selections) 

 

The Rule of St. Benedict, selections 

 

Optional: Other sources on the 

Church and Missionary Movement  

Does the Correspondence allow the 

reader to get a sense of what St. 

Boniface was like as a person? Why 

was he so successful as a missionary?  

What are the religious/social priorities 

of the Rule? What was the appeal of 

monasticism in this period? 

6 24 Jan Byzantium and 

Islam, part 1 

Rosenwein, 61-80 The Sack of Jerusalem, 614 

The Iconoclastic Council, 754. 

 

The Battle of Yarmuk, 636.  

 

The Holy Qu’ran 

 

The Pact of Umar, 7
th
 century 

Compare the primary sources with the 

reading from Rosenwein: what drove 

Islamic expansion? What does the Pact 

of Umar reveal concerning Islamic 

expansion? Why does Byzantium 

survive?  What stands out to you in the 

Byzantine account of the capture of 

Jerusalem in 614? 

7 28 Jan Byzantium, and 

Islam, part 2 

Rosenwein, 101-117 Ibn Fadlan, Account of the Rus 

 

Byzantine relations with Northern 

Peoples 

 

Byzantine Military Documents, 

10
th
 century 

Were there significant differences 

between Abbasid and Umayyad 

societies? Compare the accounts of 

Byzantine and Abbasid relations with 

the Rus: what strategies and cultural 

attitudes are revealed in these sources?  

8 30 Jan  The Frankish 

Empire 

Rosenwein, 118-135 “An 

Empire in Spite of Itself” 

Battle of Tours, 732 

Arab Chronicle Account 

What factors are most important in 

explaining the success of the early 

Carolingians in expanding their 

http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/451jordanes38.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/496clovis.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/basis/boniface-letters.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/basis/boniface-letters.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/rul-benedict.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/sbook1e.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/sbook1e.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/strategos1.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/icono-cncl754.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/yarmuk.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/koran-sel.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/pact-umar.asp
http://www.vikinganswerlady.com/ibn_fdln.shtml
http://www.paulstephenson.info/trans/dai.html
http://www.paulstephenson.info/trans/dai.html
http://www.paulstephenson.info/trans/military_texts.html
http://www.paulstephenson.info/trans/military_texts.html
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/732tours.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/arab-poitiers732.asp
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empire?  Why does Rosenwein say this 

was “an empire in spite of itself”?  

9 1 Feb Charlemagne 

 

Analysis Paper 

assignment 

distributed 

 Einhard, Life of Charlemagne 

(Selections) 

How good a source is Einhard?  Based 

on Einhard, what would you say were 

Charlemagne’s top three contributions 

to western Christendom? How does 

this mesh with Rosenwein’s analysis in 

Lesson 8? 

10 5 Feb  Feudalism and 

the Carolingians  

White, Medieval Technology 

and Social Change, 1-38 

Charlemagne, Summons to the 

Army 

What are the causes of the rise of the 

knightly ordo? How persuasive is 

White?  How, and how well, does he 

use footnotes? 

11 7 Feb Feudalism 2 Bachrach, Bernard S. 

"Charles Martel, Shock 

Combat, the Stirrup and 

Feudalism," Studies in 

Medieval and Renaissance 

History, 7 (1970), 45-75.  

 How completely and how effectively 

does Bachrach demolish White’s 

argument? How might White respond? 

What are the larger implications of this 

debate for understanding the early 

Middle Ages? 

12 11 Feb The collapse of 

the neo-Roman 

order, part 1 

Rosenwein, 139-161 Annals of Xanten, 845-53 

 

 

Was the Carolingian empire doomed to 

a relatively early collapse? Compare 

the narratives Rosenwein presents of 

Byzantium, Islam, and Western 

Europe: what should be the dominant 

narrative of this period?  

13 13 Feb The collapse of 

the neo-Roman 

Order, part 2 

Rosenwein, 161-172 The Martyrdom of St. Edmund of 

East Anglia 

 

The Laws of Alfred 

 

Peace of God 

Compare and contrast the challenges, 

responses, and resulting institutions of 

England, France, and Germany, as 

presented by Rosenwein. What do the 

Laws of Alfred reveal about Anglo-

Saxon society? Does the Martyrdom of 

St. Edmund present a contrast with 

Alfred’s subsequent policies? 

14 15 Feb Research/Writing 

Period: no class 

  

 

 

 

15 20 Feb The Ottonians: Leyser, “The Women of Liutprand of Cremona, Mission to How would you describe Ottonian 

http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/basis/einhard.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/carol-sum1.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/carol-sum1.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/xanten1.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/870abbo-edmund.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/870abbo-edmund.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/560-975dooms.asp#The Laws of King Alfred
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/pc-of-god.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/liudprand1.asp
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The New Empire? 

 

DUE: Analysis 

Paper 

Saxon Aristocracy” Constantinople 

 

society from Leyser’s reading? From 

Liutprand’s account, what were the 

claims and self-image of the Ottonian 

empire? At the end of Subcourse 1, 

what is your assessment of Wickham’s 

and Bark’s arguments? 

16 22 Feb WPR   When answering essay questions, 

consider implied tasks; back up 

generalizations with specifics; be sure 

your thesis answers the question and 

your essay backs up your thesis.   

 

 

SUBCOURSE II: THE HIGH MIDDLE AGES 

 

17 26 Feb Agricultural 

Revolution  

White, 39-78.   What are the three key elements of 

White’s revolution, and what are the 

consequences of each? 

18 28 Feb Kingdoms and 

Principalities, 900-

1200 

Rosenwein, 197-203, 223-

237 

The Battle of Hastings, 1066 

Laws of William the Conqueror 

Henry I, Charter of Liberties, 1100 

 

--Try reconstructing a diagram of the 

battle based on this account.  

--Consider both law readings. Would 

you characterize Norman England as a 

colonial society? Or rather, based on 

what you have read concerning Anglo-

Saxon England, did England colonize 

its colonizers? 

19 4 

March 

Religious Reform,  

and Imperial 

Response  

Rosenwein, 182-193 The Dictatus Papae 

 

The Concordat of Worms, 1122 

 

Barbarossa and Alexander 

 

--What caused the rift between papacy 

and empire—personalities, ideas, 

geography, or something else?  Was 

there a causal link between monastic 

reform and “the creation of a 

persecuting society”? 

--Who “won” the papal-imperial 

dispute?  

--Does the Dictatus Papae represent a 

reform, or an innovation, in Church 

http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/liudprand1.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/1066malmesbury.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/will1-lawsb.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/hcoronation.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/g7-dictpap.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/worms1.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/barbarossa1.asp


 

SYLLABUS AND SCHEDULE OF LESSONS, HI361, AY13 
 

 

8 

thought? 

20 6 

March 

The First Crusade 1: 

Clermont to Antioch 

Rosenwein, 177-182, 193-

197 

 

 

Optional: A History of the 

Crusades, vol. 1, 

http://digital.library.wisc.edu

/1711.dl/History.CrusOne 

Krey, First Crusade,  

The Summons (pdf 37-56) 

To Constantinople, Peter the 

Hermit, (pdf 60-62); Emicho, (66-

70); Anna on Godfrey, (101-105); 

Bohemond, (108-112) 

 

--“Most of the causes of the movement 

may be inferred from Urban's speech at 

Clermont.” (Krey)  What problems 

does this statement pose?  What were 

Urban’s main points?  What other 

evidence of motive do the sources give 

us?  

--What further evidence do these 

readings give us regarding the 

motivations of the Crusaders?   

--What was the relationship of the 

crusade leaders with the Byzantine 

emperor? Do their discussions provide 

any insight into the goals of the 

crusaders and the pope? 

21 8Mar First Crusade 2: 

Dorylaeum to 

Antioch 

 Krey, First Crusade 

Dorylaeum, (128-140) 

Antioch, capture (174-180);  

Antioch, Siege, the Holy Lance, 

and Battle, (182-187);  (193-208); 

Princes’ report, 211-212 

--After reading these accounts, what 

importance would you give the Lance 

in the crusaders’ victory, and why?  --

Compare the princes’ official report 

with the chroniclers’ accounts. Are 

there any significant differences? 

22 19 

Mar 

First Crusade 3: 

Antioch to Ascalon 

 Krey, First Crusade 

Dissension,213-217; 223-232 

Jerusalem and Ascalon; 261-262; 

268-289  

--“The principal key to the Christians’ 

success in the First Crusade was the 

superiority of their armored knights.”  

True or false? 

--After reading these accounts of the 

First Crusade, how would you 

characterize the crusaders’ diplomatic 

relations with the surrounding powers, 

and how might that influence their 

survival after conquest? 

23 21 

Mar 

Twelfth-Century 

Renaissance: 

Theology, 

Architecture, and  

Rosenwein 237-244; 

Radding and Clark, 

“Transformations : Abelard 

and Saint-Denis” 

Peter of Blois to Eleanor 
 

Suger, Deeds. 

 

--What is the goal of Peter’s letter to 

Eleanor, and what strategies does he 

use to persuade her? 

--What is Radding and Clark’s 

http://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/History.CrusOne
http://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/History.CrusOne
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/eleanor.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/sugar.asp
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Urbanized Society argument? Do you find it persuasive? 

Why or why not?  

24 25 

Mar 

Chivalry and 

Courtly Love, part 

1: Knights and 

Combat  

 

Duby, “Youth in Aristocratic 

Society 

Song of Roland, selections 
 

 

--Is the Song of Roland a crusading 

text?   

 --If you had to describe the knightly 

ordo based on the Song, how would 

you do it? What qualities and 

characteristics did a member of the 

knightly ordo have?   

25 27 

Mar 

The Third Crusade Rosenwein, 244-259 

Powell, “Rereading the 

Crusades” (PDF) 

The Itinerarium Peregrinorum et Gesta 

Regis Ricardi (Pilgrims’ Travels and 

Deeds of King Richard) 

--How does Powell reread the 

crusades? What issues does he raise for 

our understanding of these events?  

--What sense of Richard as a person, 

king, and soldier do you draw from this 

reading? 

26 29 

Mar 

Twelfth-Century 

Renaissance: France 

and Kingship 

 The Deeds of Philip Augustus 

 

The Life of St. Louis, Part 1 
 

Andreas Capellanus, The Art of 

Courtly Love 

 

The Accusations Against the Cathars 

--Compare the two portraits of kings 

given in these sources. What are the 

ideological underpinnings of French 

kingship?  

--What does Joinville’s Life of St. 

Louis tell us about the nature of royal 

authority in the thirteenth century?  

--What is most surprising to you about 

The Art of Courtly Love? 

--How would you recognize a Cathar if 

you met one? 

27 2 Apr The Thirteenth 

“Greatest” of 

Centuries 

 Magna Carta, 1215 

 

The Fourth Lateran Council 

 

Frederick II, Statute of 1231 

 

Las Siete Partidas, on Jews, 1265 

--Would you characterize the 4
th
 

Lateran as a reform or a revolution in 

medieval Christian society? Why? 

--Compare Magna Carta and the 

Statute of 1231: do they represent 

divergent polities and philosophies of 

government? 

--Is this passage from Las Siete 

Partidas more or less drastic than the 

4
th
 Lateran? 

http://falcon.arts.cornell.edu/prh3/408/texts/Rigord10.html
http://etext.virginia.edu/toc/modeng/public/WedLord.html
http://www.people.fas.harvard.edu/~chaucer/special/authors/andreas/de_amore.html
http://www.people.fas.harvard.edu/~chaucer/special/authors/andreas/de_amore.html
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/heresy1.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/mcarta.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/basis/lateran4.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/fred2-princes.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/jews-sietepart.asp
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28 4 Apr Joinville: The 

Seventh Crusade 

Rosenwein 263-279. Joinville, Life of St. Louis, Book 1, 

chapters 5-17 

--Evaluate Joinville as a source.  What 

does Joinville’s Life of St. Louis tell us 

about lay piety in the thirteenth 

century?  What does Joinville’s Life of 

St. Louis tell us about the art of war in 

the thirteenth century?  

--Based on you reading of Rosenwein, 

is Louis IX’s France an example of 

larger European trends in religion and 

society? 

29 8 Apr Plantagenet 

England: the Kings 

 Statute of arms, 1260 

Montfort’s Rebellion, 1265 

Assize of Bread and Beer 

Statute of Mortmain, 1279 

 

The Statutes of Edward I 

 

Edward III, sources 

--What issues lay behind Montfort’s 

Rebellion? What was at stake? 

--Compare the Statute of Arms in 1260 

to the Assize of Arms of 1345: what 

are the differences between the two? 

Has English social structure changed 

much in a hundred years? 

--Was Edward III living in ‘different 

times’ than his grandfather and great-

grandfather? Why or why not?  

 

SUBCOURSE III: DEATH AND TRANSFORMATION 

 

30 10 

April 

Science, 

Technology 

Split groups:  

White, 79-103 

White, 103-129 

All, 129-134 

Roger Bacon, on Experimental 

Science, 1268 

--How were new technologies 

discovered in the Middle Ages?  

--How does White’s analysis of science 

and technology agree with Roger 

Bacon’s analysis?    

--What about Bacon’s analysis of 

“knowledge” strikes you as 

“medieval”; what seems “modern”? 

31 12 

Apr 

The Hundred 

Years War, part 

1 

Camille, Mirror in Parchment, 

49-57. 

Battles of Crécy and Poitiers, from 

Froissart 

 

Winner and Waster, poem of 14
th
 

century England 

--What happened at Crécy and Poitiers, 

and why? Can you reconstruct the 

action from Froissart’s account? 

--Who has the better of the argument in 

Winner and Waster?  

http://etext.virginia.edu/toc/modeng/public/WedLord.html
http://etext.virginia.edu/toc/modeng/public/WedLord.html
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/1260statute-arms.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/matt-west1.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/breadbeer.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/ed1-mortmain.asp
http://vi.uh.edu/pages/bob/elhone/e1stats.html
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/bacon2.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/bacon2.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/froissart1.asp
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The Luttrell Psalter 

--Does Camille’s analysis of the 

Luttrell Psalter make sense?  Does the 

Luttrell Psalter have any connection to 

what happened at Crécy and Poitiers? 

32 16 

Apr 

Fourteenth-

Century Crisis:  

the Black Death 

and Economic 

Contraction 

Rosenwein, 305-324 The Famine of 1315 

 

The Statute of Laborers, 1351 

 

Selections from John Aberth, The 

Black Death 

 

--Evaluate the following proposition: 

“Economically, the Plague was good 

for the (surviving) poor and bad for the 

rich; we cannot tell if its net effect on 

the European economy as a whole was 

positive or negative.” (David Herlihy, 

on the impacts of the Plague) 

--Was the Black Death THE 

transformative event in late Medieval 

Europe? Think about the wording of 

the question and its implications before 

answering! 

33 18 

Apr 

Chivalry, part 2 Kaeuper, Chivalry and 

Violence, excerpts 

Charny, Book of Chivalry excerpt  

 

Deeds of Arms, from Steven 

Muhlberger’s collection. 

 

--Why is Charny writing? Are the 

beliefs and values in his writing 

reflected in what you read in the 

“Deeds of Arms”?  

--What is the role of violence in 

medieval society?   

34 22 

Apr 

Presentation: Art, 

Music and 

Architecture 

 Writing Time  

35 25 

Apr 

Late Medieval 

Literature 

 Boethius, Consolations of 

Philosophy (selections) 

Chaucer, The Book of the Duchess 

--In a sentence or two, what is 

Boethius’ central message? Is 

Chaucer’s story very “Boethian”?   

--What relevance does this 6
th
-century 

text have for someone writing 800 

years later?  

36 29 

Apr 

The Hundred 

Years War, part 

2 

Keen, “The End of the Hundred 

Years War: Lancastrian France 

and Lancastrian England,” 239-

246 

The Battle of Agincourt, from 

Curry. 

 

Joan of Arc; letter to the King of 

England, and the Trial.  

--Is Agincourt simply a repeat 

performance of Crécy and Poitiers? 

Why or why not? 

--Who won the Hundred Years’ War? 

--What is Joan of Arc’s role in the 

http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/famin1315a.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/seth/statute-labourers.asp
http://faculty.nipissingu.ca/muhlberger/CHRONIQU/texts/deedsch.htm
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/joanofarc.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/joanofarc.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/1431joantrial.asp
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[Optional: Full account of the trial] 

.  

The Boke of Noblesse, selection 

conflict? 

--What exactly are the incentives for 

England to go to war again in France, 

according to William of Worcester? 

--Does this conflict have any larger 

impact on medieval society?  

37 1 May The Church: 

Crisis and 

Recovery 

Rosenwein, 324-327 1. Wycliffe and Lollardy 

2. Documents from the Later 

Crusades 

3. Lorenzo de Medici to a 

young Cardinal, 1491 

4. The Council of Constance, 

selections;  List of Abuses 

5. The function of councils: 

Constance, and the Decree 

Execrabilis.   

--What is the greatest challenge facing 

the late medieval church?  

--To what extent are the Church’s 

responses shaped by the challenges it 

faces, and to what extent are its 

responses shaped by other issues? 

--Are these crises reflective of larger 

crises in late Medieval European 

society? 

 

38 6 May Late medieval 

society 

 The Goodman of Paris; on 

marriage 

 

The Treasure of the City of Ladies 

 

The Peasant Revolt of 1381, and 

the Jacquerie of 1358.  

 

The Lost Medieval Village of 

Wharram Percy. 

 

 

--How does the Goodman of Paris see 

marriage? Compare this with The Art 

of Courtly Love, from the 12
th
 century; 

are these differences of class, or of era? 

--How can we connect sources on daily 

life, marriage, and village life to the 

issues of war and the church in Lessons 

36 and 37?  

--If you were going to write the history 

of the later Middle Ages, how would 

you structure it, and what would you 

include? 

39 8 May Conclusion: 

When does the 

‘medieval’ end? 

Rosenwein, 327-345 

Greenblatt, The Swerve, 

selections 

Review of The Swerve in the 

L.A. Review of Books 

 --When does the “medieval” end?  

--Would it be better to think of the 

fourteenth and fifteenth centuries a 

“Renaissance centuries” rather than 

“medieval centuries”?  

40 10 

May 

Research/Writing 

Period: No Class 

 Research Paper due, 1600 hours  

 

http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/basis/joanofarc-trial.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/1382wycliffe.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/lorenzomed1.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/lorenzomed1.asp
http://www.legionofmarytidewater.com/faith/ECUM16.HTM
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/constance3.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/constance2.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/p2-execrabilis.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/p2-execrabilis.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/goodman.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/goodman.asp
http://web.archive.org/web/20001213175200/http:/www.millersv.edu/~english/homepage/duncan/medfem/pizan4.html
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/anon1381.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/froissart2.asp
http://loki.stockton.edu/~tompkink/wharram/begin.htm
http://loki.stockton.edu/~tompkink/wharram/begin.htm
http://lareviewofbooks.org/article.php?type=&id=1217&fulltext=1&media=#article-text-cutpoint
http://lareviewofbooks.org/article.php?type=&id=1217&fulltext=1&media=#article-text-cutpoint

